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LIFELONG LEARNING 
BOOK CLUB
The Little Liar by Mitch Albom
Saturday | June 29 | 1pm
Sardas Beit Midrash
Moderated by Lita Marishak

JEWISH HISTORY CLUB
Saturday | July 6 | 1pm
Sardas Beit Midrash
The club will meet once a month on
Shabbat to study early Jewish History.
This meeting will cover Egypt and the
Exodus. All are welcome!

Please contact Ilana Pomeranz at
ilanapiano@yahoo.com if you intend
to come – although the meeting is
free and open to all.

Shylock's Venice: The Remarkable
History of Venice's Jews and the
Ghetto by Harry Freedman 
Saturday | July 27 | 1pm
Sardas Beit Midrash
Moderated by Bill Katz

Grandparents and grandchildren ages 0-4 are
invited for a special morning of music,
movement, stories, and cuteness!

Shearith sponsors this program in your honor;
donations are welcome.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

NOT PICTURED

Eron Zehavi and his children Hazel and Nate

Frank Swaffer

Susan Wisch

mailto:ilanapiano@yahoo.com
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We are excited for
another year of fun and
enriching events. Find
out more about these
events at
shearith.org/sisterhood.

Something for Every Age & Stage

SISterhood has had an amazing, great, busy year and 
we are looking forward to next year.
Highlights and pictures of our year:
·       Magical Girls Night out
·       High Holy Day booklet
·       Sponsored Yom Kippur Break the Fast, both locations
·       A sponsor of Rabbi Wallach’s first annual Women’s   
        Retreat.  
·       SISterhood & JCC Bookfest event – Elizabeth Silver
·       SISterhood Major Fundraiser – Tracy Walder
·       A sponsor of Rabbi Avi Mitzner’s ordination
·       SISterhood Shabbat
·       Mah Jongg Lessons 
·       SISterhood, Religious School and Social Action
        Committee created 400 Bye Bye Bags for Vogel Alcove
·       Hamantaschen Bake
·       Game Show Battle Night
·       Torah Fund honoring Sharon Wisch-Ray

We support the kitchen upkeep.
We support the Religious School: 3rd grade siddur;
Bar/Bat Mitzvah gifts; Religious School holiday
 treats; and Tiny Treasures. 
We have Special Interest Groups – SIGs:
Mah Jongg; Book Club; Yarn Yentas; Cultural Arts & Lunch
Bunch; Crafty Creation and Young Women Social
Network.

Look for your SISterhood membership renewals in your
inbox in July!

Stay tuned for SISterhood’s debut on Facebook and
Instagram.

THE GALLERY AT SHEARITH
The Gallery is open weekly, Tuesdays through Thursdays from 10am-12pm! We
are happy to meet you at the shop anytime you need us. For more information,
call 214-939-7343 or visit https://www.thegalleryatshearith.org. 

Getting married? Let us curate your wedding registry: we can providea special
online marketplace link for your guests! For more information contact Mireille
at (972) 333-2865.

A beautiful Torah Fund dinner honoring Sharon Wisch-Ray was held on
May 9, 2024. Sharon is the publisher and editor of the Texas Jewish
Post and long-time member of Shearith Israel. We raised over $21,000
for the Five Conservative Seminaries around the world that educate our
rabbis, cantors and educators. 

Be on the lookout for the SISterhood's High Holy Day Booklet entries in your inbox around July 22nd.
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Social Action
Congregation Shearith Israel

It Feels Good to Do Good!

Fiscal Year Summary

Volunteers and donations have supported many worthwhile projects this past fiscal year
including: 

School Supply Drive – benefitted Eduardo Mata elementary in Dallas ISD.
Baby Blankets for new military moms with the Jewish War Veterans Auxiliary (JWVA).  A
special thank you to the SISterhood Yarn Yentas for knitting the blankets!
High Holiday Food Drive with Jewish Family Service (JFS).
Diaper Drive with JFS.
Warm Clothes Drive supporting many homeless organizations including The Bridge
Homeless & Recovery Center and The Family Gateway plus families at Literacy Achieves. A
special thanks to the Sisterhood Yarn Yentas for the knitted items!
Knotted Blankets created by Religious School students & CHAI House clients – thank you to
Ann Cobert for leading this new project. Blankets were distributed as part of the Warm
Clothes Drive. (New in 2023-2024).
Book Drive: collected over 500 books and purchased 85 books using $400 of Social Action
funds. Delivered to various non-profits including: 

Our Little Free Library in West Dallas
Bonton Farm’s book nook
McShan Elementary’s Reading Home Room Program
Little Hands Book Bank supporting children ages 0-5 books
Tasby Middle School & Conrad High School (Dallas ISD in Vickery Meadows)

Bye-Bye Bags for Vogel co-sponsored by the Religious School & SISterhood along with
Nathan Newburn as his Bar Mitzvah Project. Four hundred bags were decorated and
assembled by RS students. A very successful project we hope to continue in future years.  
Tikkun Olam Shabbat organized by Social Action & The Ladder Project including Art Sale
benefitting the clients of The Stewpot (New in 2024).
Donation drive of pads & wipes for I Support The Girls non-profit. Social Action funds used
to purchase items in addition to congregant donations. You can still help by purchasing at
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/LT0F6AOMDY28?ref_=wl_share. 
Annual Shavuot Fruit Drive benefiting The Bridge this summer.

Thank you to all our volunteers and donors!
Andrea and Mindy



Social Action: A Legacy of Dedication

In any community, there are individuals who
stand out for their commitment to making a
difference. At Congregation Shearith Israel,
Mindy Fagin and Andrea Solka exemplified this
spirit as Co-Chairs of the Social Action
committee, dedicating years to identifying
needs and mobilizing resources to create
impactful change.

Leadership and Responsibilities
Mindy Fagin and Andrea Solka took on the roles of Chair and Co-Chair of Social Action,
respectively. Their responsibilities extended far beyond organizational duties; they were the
catalysts for numerous projects aimed at addressing community needs. They both devoted
countless hours finding needs in the community, organizing planning meetings, recruiting
volunteers, and managing the budget meticulously, ensuring every dollar contributed to
meaningful initiatives before fiscal year-end.

Years of Service
Mindy devoted eight years to her role.
Andrea brought her passion for Social
Action to Shearith Israel for six years after
retiring, making significant strides in
community support during her tenure.

Overcoming Challenges
Both Mindy and Andrea faced significant
challenges, including the difficulty in recruiting
volunteers for hands-on projects. They navigated
through obstacles such as the COVID-19
pandemic, adapting their approach to continue
supporting communities in need through virtual
platforms and donation drives.

Notable Achievements
Mindy and Andrea's tenure as co-chairs of the Social Action Committee at Congregation
Shearith Israel was marked by several impactful achievements:

Galentine's Gala: Mindy initiated and organized the annual Galentine's Gala, inspired by a
Parks and Rec episode celebrating female friendships. This event provided essential
hygiene products like pads, tampons, bras, and panties to women and girls in need. Over
six years, the Gala fostered community camaraderie and raised significant funds and
donations for its cause.
Support for Sand Branch Community: Mindy and Andrea raised awareness and provided
substantial aid to the Sand Branch community in South East Dallas County. This 

SHOFAR MAGAZINE | JUNE-JULY 202406



SHOFAR MAGAZINE | JUNE-JULY 202407

Gratitude and Reflections
In heartfelt remarks, Mindy expressed deep appreciation for her co-chair Andrea,
acknowledging her as a steadfast partner and friend. They extend their gratitude to
volunteers, supporters, and their husbands for their unwavering support throughout their
tenure. Our congregation is so thankful for all the hard work, time, and effort that you have
so generously given to your community over the years. 

Future Plans and Advice
Looking ahead, Mindy will practice Tikkun Olam through the Ladder Project and assisting
immigrants and refugees. She also practices law part-time. Andrea remains committed to
Social Action & The Ladder Project as a volunteer & encourages the new co-chairs to engage
other groups within the congregation to participate. 

Their advice to successors emphasizes the importance of finding personal passion in
community service, leveraging existing relationships within the congregation, and exploring
collaborations with other groups to foster innovation and growth.

community, predominantly elderly people of color living below the poverty line without
basic amenities like running water or sewer systems, received thousands of pounds of
food and hygiene supplies, particularly crucial during the COVID-19 pandemic. Their
efforts shed light on a marginalized community often overlooked, despite its proximity to
the congregation.
Expanding Social Action Initiatives: Under their leadership, the Social Action committee
at Shearith Israel expanded its reach and impact:

Collaborated with other groups within the congregation, such as Religious School, on
projects like the Knotted Blankets initiative supporting the Warm Clothes Drive.
Partnered with SISterhood, Religious School, and a Bar Mitzvah student for The
Vogel Bye-Bye Bags 
 project, aiming to establish it as an annual tradition.
Joined forces with Temple Emanu-El to create Afghan Refugee Welcome Baskets, to
help ease the transition to a new country.
Built and continuously restocked a Little Free Library through an annual book drive,
promoting literacy and community engagement.
Personally meaningful initiatives included partnering with the Jewish War Veterans
Auxiliary and SISterhood to provide baby blankets and caps for pregnant military
women, reflecting Andrea's deep connection to military service through her
husband's service in the Army.
These achievements exemplify their dedication to Tikkun Olam (repairing the world)
and fostering a culture of compassion and active community involvement at Shearith
Israel. Their efforts not only addressed immediate needs but also inspired ongoing
support and engagement among congregants and beyond.
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The Shofar
Shabbat Candle Lighting and Service Times

June
June 7
June 14
June 21
June 28

Shabbat Candle Lighting
8:15pm
8:18pm
8:20pm
8:21pm

July

IN-PERSON & ZOOM
Morning Minyan
Monday-Friday | 7am
Sunday | 8:30am
Federal Holidays | 8:30am

Evening Minyan
Sunday-Thursday | 6pm

Shabbat Morning Torah Study | 8:30am

Friday Night Kabbalat Shabbat | 6pm
Shabbat Morning Service | 9:30am

IN-PERSON AT DOUGLAS
SHEARITH.LIVE
FACEBOOK

Friday Night Kabbalat Shabbat | 6pm

IN-PERSON AT BEIT ARYEH

Enrich Your Life | Elevate Your Soul | Embrace Your Judaism

July 5
July 12
July 19
July 26

Shabbat Candle Lighting
8:20pm
8:19pm
8:16pm
8:11pm


